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INTRODUCTORY SKETCH. 



Strict religion ib now so much more common in 
ivell educated circles than it unhappily was some 
years ago, that there are very few young people in 
those circles, who have not in some way had it 
brought into their notice. Every young person aU 
most knows that there are people, many of whom are 
highly distinguished for superiority of talent, andffreat 
cultivation of mind, who consider the superficial, in- 
efficacious, oold profession of religion which is gene- 
rb]'« 7 t^'ought sufficient by th,e world, as altogether 
different lix)m true religion. Some yoimg people 
there are, who not only loiow this, but who have mil 
real religion so forcibly pwisentcd to them, as to arrest 
their attention, and create ularin in their cx>nsciences, 
yet who have ventured to stifle this voice of the Spirit 
of God, though they felt that the impression it made 
was unlike any other, and powerful beyond any other, 
There are otlier young people, who, though at firsl. 
lliey revolt at the idea, that they whom thev love and 
esteem are not only themselves ignorant of true reli- 
gion, but have educated them also in ignorance of it, 
wiio are yet too honest and candid to resist truth when 
it is placed before them, who cannot rest satisfied tiii 
Ihey have examined whether all is indeed right, both 
with themselves and with those they love. ^ v^^ 



■ 1. 



This ytime wntm, whoiti I mau nn 

ilie name ol Gertrude Ab»r ey, if t 
daui?hlM ol' a lady, wto, wl«.Q st.ll 
was by the death of he.r hueband, 1 
with the charffe of three children, a 

ItlaoahleTK. Colonel Aberley died in 
wound received on the day the brave 
'" Mrs. Aberlpy was for some time almoi 
ed by thin blow ; and it was long bdore 
kindnesB of frienda could induce her to r 
ty and the world. At limt, her Eincere I 
her frieu<lB oonslantly urged, that it y 
necessary for the advantage of herchi 
should again cultivale a large circle 
ancea, induced poor Mrs. Aberley once i 
',' here elfin society, and the cares and bueti 
■■Kio her it no longer afforded any pJi 
^^■torky's children were educated anwi 
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ther many a secret tear. Anna, Mrs. Aberley's 
el,dest daughter, was of a thoughtless and lively cha- 
racter, with strong ieeling& and warm affections ; 
but rash in judging, and in Kntnin^ her opinions, and 
equally disposed to be imguarded m their expression, 
and vehement in their defence. Gertrude, Mrs. 
Aberley's youngest daughter, was of a very different 
character from her sister. Naturally modest, thought- 
ful, and reflecting, with good sense, and generous 
and gentle disposition, she possessed the esteem and 
affection of each member of her own family, and, in 
general, of those with whom they were on terms of 
intimacy. 

When Anna was eighteen, and Gertrude seven- 
teen, they were, as it is termed, introduced, and en- 
tered on all the gayeties of a London winter. 

It was during the first winter of thoughtless folU-, 
that Gertrude was called to observe that kind of reli- 
gion which produces an entire change on the heart 
and life. The subject of this change was her own 
cousin, a young man of fine talents, and very aj^reea- 
ble manners, but whose habits had become so irregu- 
lar and extravagant, as to make him a source of anx- 
iety and apprehension to all his friends. This youni? 
man became truly religious, and then devoted all his 
hitherto misapplied powers to promote the knowledge 
of that energetic principle, which, as a living fire, 
had subdued whatever opposed it in his own soul. 
Gertrude at first listened to her cousin's religious opi- 
nioDfl with indiSerence, regarding them only as a 
new proof of his unsteadiness and eccentricity. His 
friends laughed, and called him Methodist ; and she 
"in ridiculing his newly acquired preciseness in 
and manner. Mrs. Aberley also listened 
perfect indifference to her nephew's opinions, 
thoop^h she rejoiced that one so nearly connected with, 
and mtimate in her family, should have adopted any 
aatiooB) however absurd, which led to conduct so in»- 
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talk- 



ed to hifl warmth with the utmoat mjldm 
tleneaa, Edward, to avoid the uneaainem 1 
such converaalions, learnt carefully to am 
society. Amia, too, atlemjited to atgaie W 
Bin, and treated hia new opinions with co 
derision. He, however, soon forced her 
field of argunient ; and in reply to her rid. 
ed her own trifling puraaiia, contraBted w 
iDanda of the divine law, in colours so s 
timeB to fix ti feeiinj of alarm in her 
which it required all lier efforts, and reci 
his own former iwndiicl, to enable her tc 
Anna was, however, immerned in gayetiei 
whatever seemed to condemn them; a 
leornl. like her brother, lo forget her coaa 
appeals to her conscience, by carefully i 
Ibten to them. Those appeals, howeve 
loaL Gertrude at length began to listen 
tolheir meaning; and her candid minds 
Hist tlieir foi'ce, when joined to the extraoi 
continued uliaiioe in Ashton's whole con 
graduallv gained her attention ; and she 
to hearthat kind of preaching to which 1 
a change bo unaccountable. With her m 
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she never before had understood them. Tlie life of 
gayety in which she was involved, became irksome to 
her ; but she did not immediately perceive that it was 
her duty to forsake it 

The following summer and autumn, Mrs. Aberley 
and her daughters, spent in the coimtry. There 
Gertrude devoted every moment she could command, 
to the study of the Bible, and such had been its influ- 
ence, that before she lefl her rural retirement, she too 
was decided to be a Methodist like her cousin Ashton. 
On the return of her family to town, in winter, Ger- 
♦jude, gently, but firmly, revised to enter into the 
gaveties of the world. But I shall leave her reasons 
to be stated by herself. 



THE DECISION. 




PAATI. 



PERSONS INTRODUCED. 

Mrs. Aberley. (stuh^^^ 
Anna, her ddest davghier, 
Gertrude, her youngest daughter. 
Edward, her son. 

Mrs. Aberley's hoiise, London, 



A small a/partment in Mrs, Aber ley's house, 
Gertrude, (done, 

[ S&j^ied near a tabie, ami deeply occupied in reading, 
A gentle tap is heard at the chamber doai\'\ 
Ger. (Starting" and turning towards the door,) 

So, my promised hour of enjoyment is cut short. 

(Rises and opens the door, at which stands Aivna^ a^^ 

spLmdid dress in one arm^ and a vxyrk-boo! in -ihei!^^ 

other.) 

Ger. Anna ! What is all this? I hope you are not 

rcmie to consult me about your drees. Vou know I 

have lost all interest in such thiners. 



^TCtie more than one haiir left to try t 
and to drera. Aa lor Morley, she ia a 
displeiised, that should I leave it to 
only moke it wome. Do look at thia 
you ever see any Ihinir bo heavy and i 
tt hanga bo low I shall certainly trea 
dare venture to dance. iThroiea 
chair.)— What on earth Bhall-I do 
Gertrude. Well thftt is really ill-m 
your new reliffio:i haa taught yoM to bi 
deed changeiTj^ju. 
■Geh. (Aitemplin^' to suppreaa a 

I Anna, my new religion haa not taugh 
natured ; but it hiu tauglit me (he a 
ing made wretched, as you at this ra' 
such a trifle. I beg prniJon, however, 
And now, in reparation, what can 1 dc 

Anna. (Rising- leith airimatimt.) 
derlake the matter, all may be well 



only how to alter thia. Ah, the 

and Boon all will he gnu. ,. 

,. Inide, thia is very kiniT But what 



all will he grace and beaut 
is very ki 
emipted 
.) " Spiritua 



OF GERTRtTDC ABERLEY. 11 

dear Gertrude, do not fall into a brown study over 
my poor dress. 

Ger. Well— for this once — ^what do you wish me 
to do? 

Anna. Nay, you must decide. I have in vain puz- 
zled over it. 

Ger. And what within has made you determine so 
positively to wear no other dress but this ? 

Anna. Now, Gertrude, what a question! You 
know I must have some very strong reason; and 
how you trifle away the few moments left me. I am 
sure Mamma is nearly ready. 

Ger. (Smiling'^) Some strong reason! but come, 
then, we must be busy. See, I think this will do. 
{Ai^'ang^infc tJie trimming',) 

Anna. Oh, delightfully. Dear Grertrude, how per- 
fect is your taste ! And yet to ^ive up every thing to 
sit moping here ! . 

Ger. Not moping, Anna. I never knew happi- 
ness till now, because I never before knew the source 
of happiness. 

Anna. How gracefiiUy you are arranging that, 
Gertrude. What return can I make you for leav- 
ing your dear old book, and your new-found hap- 
piness, to assist me in doing what appears to you so 
foolish 1 

Ger. Will you promise to make one return, my 
dear Anna, which it is in your power to do this very 
night? 

Anna. Most assuredly, provided it is not to stay at 
home. 

Ger. No : But it is to try during the whole even- 
ing, to remember that Grod is present where you are ; 
and that your inmost heart, as well as outward man- 
ner, and words, and looks, are marked by binjk 

Anna. Now that is so like cx>usin Awiton I' and do 
ymi know, Gertrude, 1 think you have aflked me to do 



^^PUINA. now, uBi nunc, mi, juu f^■^■^^ 
Bball is not an innocent amusement f 

Obb. It ia not I who have said bo, A; 
think you liave. 

Ass.K. You always wiy Bomething git 
just bcfure I go out, I do not thir* tni« ia 

Ger. I mean klndnesa only, Anna. 
Anna. I believe you ; bm you damp m; 
Gbb. Where (b you wish to spend et 

Anna. Now, what a question ! ai>d bg 
you pronounced that word, " Eternity," ] 
ally eery gloomy, Gertrude, ■ 

Geb. Wliy aliouli! the idea of el«mity_i 
But answer me, Amia, where do you m 
it? 

Anna. In heaven, M be aure. 

Geb. And with Godi Do you not supi 
ever present there? 

Anna, Tobeeurcldo, 

Gbb, And do you suppose there wiU be 
vou will be permitted to be free from rt 
happy, and get out of his presence to am 
for a little? . . 
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Enter Mrs. Aberlet. 

Mrs. Aber. Anna, why are you here and not dress- 
ed'? And Gertrude working at a ball dress? Are you 
going with us, Gertrude? {Smitinff,) 

Anna. Gertrude has had the Siarity to arrange 
this trimming for me, Mamma. Mrsi Dalton and 
Motley had made it unwearable betwixt them. 

Mrs. Aber. And where is the difference between 
going to a ball onesself, and preparing for another's 
going? 

Ger. These is some difference, Mamma ; yet I am 
not sure that I am auite right in assisting Anna. 

Mrs. Aber. My love, can you be wrong in making 
others happy? If you experienced your mother's 
feelings, when she, night soler night, in submission 
to the — ^^vhat shall I call it ? of a daughter, leaves 
her, with all her advantages, to bury herself and be 
forgotten at the very age when her mother hoped to 
be rewarded for all her cares, you might hesitate in 
deciding that your conduct was right. 

Ger. {Her eyes ^filling with tears.) I know I give 
you pain, Mamma. I wish you felt as vividly as I 
do, the motives which forced me to do so. 

Mrs. Aber. Well, Gertrude, no more of this. Is 
the dress ready ? 

Ger. I have eirranged it so that Morley cannot pos- 
sibly go wrong in finishing it. 

W[rs. Aber. Well then, Anna, get Jane to do your 
hair, while Morley finishes your dress; and make 
haste, ray dear, for it is very late. I shall stay with 
Gertrude till you get ready to go. [Exit Anna. 

Mrs. Aberlet, Gertrude. 

Mrs. Aber. How sombre your little apartment is, 
Gertrude. I feel as if I was visiting a daughter who 
had taken the veiL 
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tWieCILUllH Ul UH»C Wliu L..1HJ u." .;- 

With me the belieT of tbe iiwrni tluii 
world huH really ilone what ihal ex« 
real religion preWnds to do. No vm 
the force of tliis reality. Oh Mamn 
KLW UiOBC tliinaB oa 1 see them, youw< 
astonished at the iiwenBibility of othe 
at yours, and at my own hitherto. 
Mrs. Abeb. Gertrude, you are a 
. You are under the influence 
K of reason. You sit alone here, f 
jwly conjuring up phantonie of il 
^which you call of an unseen world, 
■adwcaled in that religion we have 
Which has, from generation to gem 
ceiviiig from its ambitious leaders a 
of oveqiowering reaa)n, by takini 
the imaRination, you would have b. 
candidolB for saintship. But,mydea; 
iiiBtead of that handsome book cob 
have a single coarse shelf, fiiniisheil ' 
of aainta who never existed ; and in 
cmidle, gloomy ns it is, a lamp eo dl 
^wke"(tarknera vi Bible," and mLtegl* 
fcrrooifis and a ekull. Iistead of tl 
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the a^ at which you may die, for which a blank 
should be left. 

Ger. You have in ridicule drawn a sad picture, 
Mamma. I cannot laugh when my imagination 
paints to me what you have described — and adds to 
it the inhabitant of such a place, perhaps as young as 
myself, and equally ignorant, or more so ; with all 
those gloomy trifles to intervene between her spirit 
and that God, whom to know is life, and light, and 
peace, and joy. 

Mrs. Aber. My dear Gertrude, I merely wish to 
show you the dsmger of allowing imagination to be 
our guide in religion. You see to what excesses of 
superstitions and folly it may lead us. 

Ger. But, my dear Mamma, are you not now con- 
juring up, in your own imagination, that very phan- 
tom which you say is leading me astray? I have 
nothing around me addressed to my imagination. I 
have no guide. Mamma, but the Bible, and that you 
have taught me to regard as the revealed will of God. 
It is from the Bible I have learnt that the " things 
which are seen are temporal, but the tilings which 
are not seen are eternal." I am there commanded 
"not to love the world — ^because the world passeth 
away, but he that doth the will of God abideth for 
ever." I searched the Bible to discover that will of 
God^ and found his commandments so pure and ex- 
tensive that I never did, and never could, obey them. 
This led me to Christ my Saviour. The Bible says, 
" If any man be in Christ he is a new creature ;" my , 
experience agrees with this declaration of Scripture. 
I know and feel that my heart has been chan^d. I 
did net before know God. I did not bve Grod. His 
Sabbath was a wearisome day to me. His service 
was irksome. I knew not Christ. I called him Sa- 
vlofor, but knew not, and felt not, that I needed a Sa- 
vknir. Now I know my need of him, and the belief 
that he has received me, and 13 ihm^ ^d.V\oxff^tcsv\ t(v^ 



^*feiB. Abbh. My (le^r ent&usiart^^B 
Ger. {bderrupling Mrs. Aheriej(> 
ajwin. Mammal Inwliaiam lanenthv 
the Being I worship, and love, and tras 
ine 1 Is It not on hia own plain simfJe 
rely? What is meant liy tliat wnic 
"Faith," in Scriprlure, Mamma, audw 
EO constantl/ mentioned as neceseary lo t 
thatenthiMiBsm? ^ 

Mra. Adeb, No, Gertrude. But you : 
meat. I am not to be interrapted and 

Ger. {Pressiiig her ■molker'i lumd 
head.) Dear Mamma, forgive me. 

MhuAbeh. Truth, my dear, la calm, 
not the aid of passionate cipresaions. 

Geb. {Modestly.') If the heart is fiill C 
tioiuk Mamma, may it not espresa itseli 
yet truly 1 Were I to epeak coldly on I 
eliould be a hynocriie, 

Mw-Aher. Perhaps P0,Gertrade} but 
certainly provea you to bt 
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Mrs. Aber. Well, Anna, {hcking at her) extremely 
prettily dressed, indeed ! 

Anna. Look, Grertrude, how pretty and graceful 
the trimming is now. 

Ger. Very pretty. {Looks ail over Annans dreaSf 
and then siffha,) 

Anna. Now, dear Grertrude, why that sigh? Why 
should you force yourself to give up what you sign 
after, and what surely must be innocent ? 

Ger. You mistake the cause of my sighing, Anna. 
But good night ; you see Mamma is impatient to be 
gone. 

Mrs. Aber. And pray, Gertrude, what was the 
cause of that deep and heavy sigh with which you 
finished the inspection of poor Anna's dress ? 

Ger. I was not conscious of sighing, Mamma,! did 
80 involuntarily. 

Mrs. Aber. But you now seem conscious of the 
cause, so pray let us have it. 

Ger. Mamma, I only displease you.. Pray do not 
adcme. 

Mrs. Aber. Now, child, don't be mysterious and 
important about nothing. 

Uer. Well, Mamma, since you insist upon it, the 
truth is, that when I looked at Anna, so gaily dressed, 
and then at her animated, happy countenance, and 
those white roses !?. her hair, the thought, " Poor lamb, 
decked out for a sacrifice," came so strongly into my 
mind, it forced that heavy sigh. ** 

Mrs. Aber. Stranffc, gloomy girl ! You turn evQjy 
thing to sadness. Come, Anna, it cheers me to look 
at you. 

6br. Gtood night, dear Mamma. ( Offers^ 
her hand, which Mrs, Aberley draws back^ 
ifig her^ leaves the room with Anna, and 
door.) 

Gertrude, seating herself at the tatie, leans her 
face on her hands, and bursts into teocr^* TYve. d»ar 
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you feel what sufTeruig it in^ 
Twin! 

Mre. Abeb. 1 do not know how. it is, 
there is wmctJimg strangely overpow 
eiithiniBsm. You will infect me. Bi 
my bve. Do not sit up !ate. God tile 
hracea her, and An'l.) 

GBRTBiice, (o/iwml) 

Ger. Oh, niy own dear mother ! I ( 
indeed be infected. (Covers her face w 
tout prat/s. After a shorl time, amne i 
'"' lajflli/ ; sfie ttar-U and lunis ^vur, 

Enter Edwahb. 

__. Edwanl! What is tJie inatti 

il'l'linniderrul event am I indebted Ibr avie 
• tiiia hour. 

Edw. Tou Bpeak gayiy, Gertrude, 

— '" teiirs. What hiiH vexed yaal 

Oh, nrthing of any consequeiK 

iBit really so, now, Gertrude? 
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Ger. I guess ! ImpofiBible ; but I shall try. You 
have been losing money at play, and are now^ in 
low spirits. 

Edw. No, Gertrude, you are quite wiong. 

Ger. You look so grave and quiet, that perhaps 
yovi have been at your guardian's receiving a lec- 
ture. 

Edw. I have been receiving a lecture, but not from 
my guardian. 

Ger. And from whom else did you condescend to 
listen to a lecture ? ^* 

Edw. From Mr. Percy, your beloved Reverend 
Mr. Percy, who has lectured me till I stm convinced 
I am the greatest fool on earth. 

Ger. Mr. Percy ! What do you mean, my dearest 
Edward 1 Has Mr. Percy really had iJie goodness 
to ; but it is impossible, i ou never could meet 
— . Do, dear Edward, tell me what you mean. 

Edw. Well, then, let us draw near Uie fire, for I 
have much to say to you, Gertrude. 

Ger. Beffin, dear Edward. 

Edw. Well, then, Grertnide, however careless and 
^lish, or worse, you may have thought me, I have 
not been insensible to the clmnge that nas taken place 
in you during the last year. You know how Ashton 
annoyed me last winter, by constantly attempting to 
draw me into reli^ous conversation. You will recol- 
lect that though his arguments had no effect upon mCi 
I could not answer them. The truth was, my own 
conscience told me that what he said was true ; but I 
knew that his conduct had been more criminal than 
mine had ever been, and I thought it natural enough 
that he should feel imeasy, and wish to reform ; but I 
confess I despised him for being driven, asJ thought, 
by fe^r, to make himself ridiculous. l^ittSi you, 
Uertnide, began to agree with him, aocho Join in 
what he said respecting the natural aKena^on of the 
' from God and true religion, \ fet ^V\tc«; ^^-^SS^ 



rest wliile you ai'giieii wilh my in«l 
new opinions, ajiiT often wiia very n 
wi'h vahal you said respecting ain n 
I well knew the meaning of what yoi 
dered what yoo eonld fiaye done, lli 
speak 80 truly and leelinely oi the dn 
a gniity consuience. I nad often ex 
dc«ui of God, which you described 
makes a sinner fvel his need or a me 
hfci and that nwful Beinff,tlie verytbt 
*rhen we are conscious of having disol 
80 appal us. in liBtening to you. howi 
I soon perceived that it was indiEtinci 
and wrong wtuch had led me to conai 
innocent i and I lolly agreed wilh ; 
tried ia prove that it woe not innocei 
neglect of those plain contmandnten 
thnt book, which, at the Kiine tim^ v 
believe was a revelation from heaven, 
dination, however, to take that book 
I HUpposed if I did so, that I most begi 
j-^moat every thing- from which I der 
|b|l^ I aHempleii; thei'efore, to stifle 
^Hp&at was truth, and to banish ever 

^^Bil ntniR in mv minil. hir tKllv , 




Edw. But it was only tivo days ago, Gertrude, 
that you EM kindly and nently warned mii against 
i n^olging the iDcmuing violence of my temper ; bo 
Imjw can yon belittve in my attempta at imptove- 
meoll 

Geb. And it was only two days ago, that you, 
Gdward, surprised roe by vour candid avowal that 
yourtempcrwas asource or misery to yourself, and 
that you had no power to do what, in your eoul, you 
tiwoglii nght and wished to do. 

Edw. Did I Bay so to yoa, Gertrude 1 
Oce. You did not exactly say so to me, but you 
'cnrc walking about the room, and did eay m with 
niacli vehemence and feeling. 

Edw. Well, 1 have at limes, of late, been bo vei> 
"liwruble, tliat I may have unconscioualy exposed my 
''din^when I Bhould have been more anxious not to 
•few. ! may tell yo\i, Gertrude, that 1 have for 
WtiB time dreaded my houre of eolitude and reflec- 
^^ while 1 despised myself for the weakness and 
i%rdice which prevented my abandoning wliai, in 
TS hours, appeared to me utterly unworthy of [tur- 
I have loathed, at such times of reflection, 
ft vary scenes into which 1 could not perhaps re- 
' entering the next day. I have been diegustod 
"h Use iVorthlessnesH of"^ those very aBsociates, who 
1 have ao much power over me, that I must fly 
"* them if I am to escape from their vices. But I 
1 with my eWry. I tliiok Mr. Percy has 
... in what I erred. I supposed I muel my- 
> lb that which he stys God alone can do. I 
l^"e ilioiiffht of praying to God, but supposed hither- 
' ■ i i..t olbre I preaumed to approach Him, I nmst 
' ' : ,1 .ill ihnt ne disapproved ol'. I have tliought 
.ir.ii^ to chureh with you, but toough I mw 
y oT iTiy rami (lissijiated companions acco nt- 
il ihe B'males of their fanilly to church, and i^M 




;y was to preach a sermon thia eve 
.. <jnie charital)le inititution. I immo 
inclination to hear tLk p«rHiii, whose i 
proiiQised euch a marvellous effect on y' 
at II time when 1 waa eure no one i 
would be there. I therefore disengagoi 
a party with whom I had promiseJ to d 
me lime came, wrapped myeelf up m 
Bid went to the church. It waa about i 
1 orrivBd, and I seated myself in a i 
could have an excellent view of the ' 
eonfeaa, Gertrude, Ibr I must tell you boti 
good feelings, part of my Inteiition in 
surprise you witli my kncrwledge of tlw 
style of your favourite. When I was 
pew, obfitrvmg the people as Uiey crow* 
larther cunJess that the scone appeare 
uiiattmctive, and our friend Charles Ot 
which he rays are prose verse, came into 
most forcibly. They describe the fiUinj 
of that kind to the life; and his own 
oxactly what I experienced, when I saw 
assemfaiage of poor mechanics, and fine 
and lut citizens, all showerinff m. iiKt 1* 
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\.nd still they crowded in ; some grave and sJi4 his abso-^ j|k 
\:B they had thought on him they worshipped tearance of V 
^nd some all haste, with eager anxious brow, '^p — ^pro- ^ 

kistling with selfish speed, to seize a share v^om- 

Df most commodious pew, with little care V 

ilow others sped — their kindling looks the while 
betraying their poor hearts, if unaware, 
Some earlier worshipper their speed beguile, 
Ind sit where they would sit, with pleased unconscious 
smile." 

GrER. That picture is drawn by an enemy. Oh 

it I had been with you, Edward ! I should have 

. joyluily by the lowest cmd the meanest. But do 

on. 

Edw. Well, the people crowded in till there was^ 

more room in the pews, and numbers stood in the^ 

ssages. I began to thuik of coming out, it was ^o 

fling; and an old labourer, who had drawn on his -^ 

mday coat over all his week day filth, placed him- 

f to stand and lean against the pew where I sat^ , 

th a coarse dirty hand, holding a greasy old hat' 

!t under my nose. 

Ger. Oh Edward ! Did you not think how much 

3 poor old man must have loved the house of God, 

len, after a day of labour, he was contented to stand 

o hours that he might be present there 1 

Edw. Not till I had made a movement which made 

3 old man look roimd. I suppose he saw disgust in 

f looks, for he immediately removed to a Httie dis- 

ice, and putting his hat on the ground, stood with- 

t any support ; no expression of displeasure passing 

er his mild but manly*countenance. My heart 

lote me ; but Mr. Percy at that moment appeared, 

d both my old man and I were instantly occupied. 

^nfess, Gertrude, Mr. Percy's looks and manner are 

tremely prepossessing. He read prayers, during 

lich my mind became imusualjy wilm and happy, 

nigh I cannot say I was attending to \!^€cii% v»\^ 
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TS^ mire," lhm»bt I. . " Werewe b 
S fcmtolief, and in Ih. paw" 

SttiSi. would b. the p™d.« 
lew ipiniilee before bo uiileelmgly in 
Bint. WbeiimyeiemteoTer,!' 
cully pereuadetl Uie old man to take 
*°°G™''Denr Edward: nnd wero 

«"£.Ob,lndeedi™. The™, 
where; bnl I fell very happy i and 
began > bad not a tbonght to an 
Oa. Wl>at™h«j«b,ea7-b» 
Enw. Uwa.tbi.:-''Yewilliiot 
» might have ere." Idonotmioll 
feeBMehetook itrrom. 
fGca. From St. John. IW B^' 
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fulfilling every duty to his lellow-men, and his abso- 
lute contempt of his duty to God. No appearance of 
love to GJod — neglect of his instituted worship — pro- 
fanation of his Sabbath by travelUng^-or seeing com- 
pany— or doing whatever he chooses, in contempt of 
that express command, which says, Thou shalt do no 
manner of work on the Sabbath day, thou, nor thy 
servants, nor thy cattle. Oh, Gertrude, how boldly 
we all dare to disobey God ! Only think on the man- 
ner in which the Sabbath is usually spent, and how 
plainly the commandment forbids afl we do. « 

Ger. Yes, dear Edward, he is a long suffering 
God, who bears with us. I sometimes tremble when 
I see the daring disregard of his plainest command- 
ments, which my very dearest friends venture uix)n. 
It is an awful thought. But go on. 

Edw. Mr. Percy described many characters. Our 
aunt Stanly most exactly — so formally exact in ex- 
ternal religious observances, while her whole heart 
is engaged with this world. 

Ger. Edward, how can you judge of aunt Stanly's 
heart? Those descriptions are not intended to lead 
us to judge of others ; they are intended to lead u3 to 
selfexamination, that we may ascertain in what re- 
spects our own characters resemble those portrayed by 
the servant of God, who?e duty it is thus to search 
and probe the heart, that it may be healed. 

Edw. Well, I only wish aunt Stanly had been 
there. She must have recognised herself; prayers 
in the morning, and at the meatre in tlie evening. 
and — 

Ger. I will not heai* aunt Stanly's character. 
Did he not describe Edward Aberley ! (Smiling'.) 

Edw. Oh yes, and Mamma, too, — so fond of her 
ehildren, yet so— 

Gbr. No more, Edward; it is not right — indeed it 
is not. 

Edw. Now, Gertrude I have said nothings so it is 

3 



^Bebest hope of ouch chttructeis; for f 

B.r„^ ? ,V ' '"" ""li«ii™nooi.„„ 
iWion, but from a sincere apprehension, 
'Wrne themelvf, they iinSi in » 

i!.DW. Oh, becauHe it comosBocloae' 
your advice, « you .hall have alirM 

Bcnbe 11, the loterest and feehoff of h 
manner seemed to increase. I tSnk 1 1 
JZZ^; "5»;'l-"ThereT.»iS 
M ponon, to whom I m„.t speak, and ai 
they do nut coal, a, Ohri.t tC they oa 
tt, perhaps, I may mtlior ask you, my » 

S vllrS ^ """ " ™™ vou of 
Wll yield me your attention lor a few m 
let your hearts apply candidlip loth.. " 
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Iciiving what is delightful. You sec that thoBe of 
your own age who oecome religiouB, immediately 
kJise all relish for their former and your present pur- 
suits. You see that they immediately begin to love 
the house of God. They love to be alone, that they 
may pray, and read, and learn more of God. They 
fific every tiling in a new light; and their opinions 
and sentiments on almost every subject differ from 
yours ; but all this, though an unaccountable something 
may lead you to respect and love them, does not con- 
vince you that they have in reality found that happiness 
which they assure you they have found. You only re- 
ffiird them as gloomy ; or as having been so alarmed 
by the preacher, or by some other means, respecting 
the future state of their souls in another world, that 
under the strength of the impression, they became 
willing, in order to secure their salvation hereafter, 
to live a life of gloom, and wretchedness, and self-de- 
nial in this world. Is not this really your only idea 
respecting religion, that it is tlie enduring of gloom 
and deprivation in this world, to purchase by that 
means nappiness in the next ? but )«)u entertain this 
opinion, becauseyou do not know that Lord and Mos- 
teY, for whom Uhristians give up all that he disap- 
proves. If you knew him as tliey know him, you 
would feel as they do, that he, and he. only, is deserv- 
ing of that place in your hearts, which he, and he 
only, can fill. These are perhaps Words without 
meaning to you. Let me try to portray some faint 
traces oi that all-glorious character 5 or rather let me 
ask you to look around on what you know and ac- 
knowledge to be his works, and afiv, do you trace no- 
thing of liis greatness, and also of*^ his tenderness, on 
the face of his creation? Why is it all so fair ami 
lovely? Why siich profusion of all that is sublime, 
emd soil, and touching? Why such perfection and 
beauty, and whence the power which these inanimate 
objects poesesB, to attract and charni tk^ Iw^'dxV.l <«sA 



^■fc after their iill-glorious Cieato^H 
if reilemption he has brouffhl himaeW 
He has left that glory in which ho dwell i 
tJior; aiid where ihise higheEt t^niu ^ 
mitted to approach nearest to liiin niv so 
ed by the brightness of the viHJon. that th 
Ikcea with their winga, and express conti 
adoTBjioa, holy, iioTy, holy, Lord God 
Ihii gloriouB Jehovah, in love lo us, tha 
filing himeelC near, close to vs, took oui 
-lis, that he mijriit in that nature fulfil iht 
lip God far t«, that he might bear the 
due to us, for the breach of that law; 
might experieoce and know al! our t 
gnefa, Hb became our very nearest 
what other friend both seea oar inmost f 
feels them also 7 He is the omnipotent Gi 
man, and in that characler he is at this n 
senl with ua, reproachine hh in tiia mtvl 
uondescendinig terms, '"Ye will not a 

^totyemight have life," 1 have purehi 
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and what fools he made thoee appear who prefen'ed 
the trifles of this world to the salvation, and friend- 
ship, and guidance of the Son of God. He described 
my character — in youth — ^health — with the advanta- 
ges of education, friends, fortune, influence, and not a 
mought but to gratify the passion of tlie moment. 
He painted my guilt and responsibility so as to make 
me tremble, and inwardly to implore God to have 
mercy upon me. He then described what such a 
one might be, ifj convinced of his sins, he fled for re- 
fuge to Chrifi, who would receive him, and give him 
a new heart, and put his Spirit witliin him, io lead 
him into all truth. Then, oh Gertrude ! such ^ cha- 
racter as he described ! a blessing to society — Chappy 
in his own soul — ^his Master's image becoming more 
and more visible in him. I cannot say all he said, 
but I can never hope to be such a one. Oh that I 
could! (Covers Mejace with his hands and bursts 
into tears.) 

Ger. And why not hope, my dearest Edward? Mr. 
Percy did not say you could make yourself such a 
chj\racter. 

Edw. Oh, no ! He said I could do nothing without 
Clwist. It was on this point he so forcibly convinced 
nie I had hitherto erred. He said we could no more 
produce even one good thought without Him, than a 
nranch could produce fruit, if separated from its pa- 
rent tree. 

Ger. Then, my brother, to become such a charac- 
ter, you have only to come to Christ, to believe in 
him, to learn his will from his own word ; and when 
you have learnt it, to implore him to enable you to 
obey it. 

£dw. This is exactly what I wish to do, Gertrude ; 
but in town I cannot You know I am so engaged, 
I never have a moment to myself. Besides, I dread 
eaaierins again into the society of those with whom I 
have 01 lata associated. Some of them ^v& t^'^\i^ 

3* 



I wiBh you could be withfl , , 

Gertrude. You are thoughtful. Csifyv 
in lieciding what U) do^ 

Ger. Suppoee youehouM gotoyourest 
land for a short time. You know Mr. IjOr 
you to go and sliow yourself lo your teni 
a he sayH, and you have evaded complyi 
w!^C8 these two last eummera. You i 
perfect peace there. 

Edw. Aa excellent thought! Only I c 
you with me. 

Ggb. Perhaps I may follow you. if 
several times, of late, said that ahe wiri 
Scotland. Posaibly yaar going there ti 
ber to shorten our Loiiiion gayeties and 
In the mean lime, I am sure you will fi 
who will be able and willine to aaairt 5 
search afler religious knowledge in the cl 
thepariflh. 

Ebw. I remember him. He was ver 
nwht yerv stupid. .-.^...»ni 
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telling her oi* Mr. Lomtoa's reply, but urging the 
immediate necessities of the people, and their anxiety 
to have their children, and indeed, some of their grown- 

Si young peq[>le, taught to read the word of life. 
amma employed me to £uiswer the letter, and to say 
exactly what Mr. Lomton had said. I did so as gently 
as I could; but at the end of my letter, requested him 
to let me know what the expense would be of be- 
ginning a school, and what his wishes were. I showed 
my letter to Mamma, and she did not object to my 
Bending it. I very soon received an answer, which 
delighted and astonished me. I found that such a 
Bchool as Mr. Ross and the people wished to begin, 
would scarcely cost so much annuedly as I had for- 
merly spent in trinkets and the merest useless trifles. 
All that was wanted, was a schoolmaster's salary, 
and some other trifling expenses. I entreated Mam- 
ma's permission to have it begun, and at last, she 
yielded, saying, that when you were of age you might ' 
continue or stop it, as you chose. 

Edw. And you, Gertrude, out of your allowance, 
i^ch is not an eighth part of what I receive, are 
BOI^rtinff a schooTon my property. Dear Gertrude, 
you have DCj^un my duties for me. 

Ger. Oh, if you knew how it delights me to find 
that it is in my power to be the means of having so 
many young creatures brought to the knowledge of 
their God and Saviour, you would envy me my 
feelings. 

Edw. And tell me, is this because you believe your 
doing 80 is pleasing to God ? 

Ger. Not exact^ ; there is so much evil in all I do, 
80 very much of self— so much fbrgetfulnees, that witli- 
out Chiist I can do nothing — so much of a feeling that 
I have some merit in my poor imperfect perlbmiancea 
ot* duty, that I am constantly permitted in some way 
to feel how weak and sinful 1 am ; so that when I go 
to my kneep, I have nothing but confessions to make, 



■■fe thinking that my Lord has sliuivn 
which 1 was quite ignorant, where 1 1 
gifts BO 119 1i> promote the knowledge > 
teach the way of salvation throutth 1 
my young fellow aiimeri. And when 
different manner in which I have hi' 

S'fts, 1 cannot expr«ss the love and g 
lamylieart lo that Lonl, who has bq 
(dot:ytomy8oul,ftf todrawnie from Ui 
that is in it to himself. Such feeUnp 
unlike, and O how miperior to all other, 
soften, they purify, they elevate, th 
overcome the heiwt,and bring it intov 
ble captivity to Chriat. 

Edw. What oughtl do first, Gertn 
Geh. Firel go W Christ in prayer, 
heart lo hini. He knows you far b 
know yourself. Endeavour to open j 
and soul to him, aa to a near, and pr 
tender frienii. Give yourielf to him. 
vow to give him your heart. 
Edw. But I have beeu so «nful— I 
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£ow. Good nieht, my dear Gertrude. 
Ger. Good nimt, my own beloved brother-^morc 
than a common l)rotlier — a brodier, I hope, in soul 
brother and friend fxx ever ! 



Mcnrning, 
A Breaf^ast-room in Mrs, Aberley^s house. 

Gertrude, (alone.) 

Ger. {Rises and looks at a clock on the man- 
Uepiece.) Eleven o'clock! and no one come to 
breakfast. 

Enter a Servant 

Ser. (presenting^ a letter,) My master desired me, 
Ma'am, to give that letter into your own hands. 

Ger. Is your master gone out, Thomas. 

Ser. Yes, Ma'am : he set off for the country at 
eight this morning. 

Ger. At eight this morning ! very well, Thomas. 

lExit Thomas. 

Ger. (HcuftUv opens the letter and reads.) " My 
dearest Gertrude — After leaving you last night, I 
attempted to follow vour advice. I knelt do^^ii alone 
in presence of God. A strange kind of awe came 
over my soul. I could not addren God. I felt that I 
knew him not. I recollected that you had said, ' Go 
to Christ, pour out your heart to him as to your near- 
est and tenderest fnend.' I attempted to do so, but 
neither did I know him ; and my ideas were vague 
and undefined. Mr. Percy's text came into my 
thou^ts, ' Ye will not come to me that ye might 
have life ;' and I said, ' Lord, I come unto thee ; cast 
me not fiom thee, but give me life.' I remained on my 
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Qod in tkithfiil and iual ^ 

' the blooil of Jesus Chri^ his » 
sin.' I nltempled to confess my sine 
too numerous — they aeemed more t 
my head. Yet a strange and he 
iDiod followed. I felt myttreaetanlu 
Still, however, I see every thing moel 
feel very ignorant, but long Tor ki; 
determined to set out for Smtland iir 
via is premring, and I hope to be o 
only my Bible as a (inmpanion, ar 
have written to my mother, for I drea 
Do not mention my state of feeling 
may change; yet pray formCjGorti 
Write to me— ivrite aa lo ftn ignon 
Ever yours, 



Geb. Dew, dear Eihvard! (Pa 
keavai.) Lord, I thank thee; perfe 
Who would have tlwiiffhl of this J 
•fliiH bat nheep, brought back by .the 
Shepherd I (^Asrain readu the teller 
ward, you will not change ! Ton 1 
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She may forget; nature may fail 

A jMirent's heart to move ; 
But bion m my heart shall dwell 

In everlasting love»" 

{ While Gertrude sing's, Mrs, Aberley enters softly 
ana unperceived by her, Mrs, Aberley stops near the 
door and listens,) 

Ger. (Sings,) 

" Full in my sight, upon my hands 
' I have engraved her name ; 
My hands shall build her ruined walls, 
And raise her broken frame." 

(Stops.) 

Mrs. Aber. Sweetly sung, Gertrude ; but am I 
never again to hear that voice except in mournful 
hymns ? 

' Ger. Not mournful, Mamma ; to me soothing and 
elevating beyond expression. But you have only to 
say the word, and I shall rejoice in singing whatever 
my own dear Mamma will usten to. (PlayfuUy kiss- 
inff her mother^s che-ek,) 

Mrs. Aber. Thank you, my good child. I wish 
yoa could sing or charm away this sad pain in my 
pour head. O how my temples throb ! 

Ger. Dear Mamma, you have been too long with^ 
out breakfast. Let me charm away the pain with 
tea or coffee. • 

Mrs* Aber. No, love. I have no desire for break- 
fast. Your charm must reach my heart. Here is a 
letter from your brother, telling me he has set off lor 
Scotland early this morning. No power of his guar- 
dian's or mine could persuade him a fortnight ago to 
leave London and go there, even for a few days. 
^Rising and pressing Jier hand on he.v foTeh«ad>s 



Mre. Aber. Do you , 

hiLS detemiiDed hkn ea suddenly to go 
do not answer — Oh, Anna's conjecture 
and your new religion has tau^t yoa I 
Jifierence of rank^ — nnd this companion h( 
for life will be. receival by you, howevet 
uneducated ehe rnay be, as a dear hi ' 
ward tias made yuu hia confidant — 1 1 
(BilUrhj.) 

Ger. Mamma, you ore unjust to xa 
ward hw carried no companion with him 
buthieBibtc. 

Mrs. Abgr. HiB Bible! 

Ger. Yes, Mamma, hia Bible. He ( 
the Iblly of pretending to be n CttrietJBn 
ignorant of theaoQrce of CliriHtianity, an 
trioes and pieccpt3 ; and he has gone to E 
no other purpo^ than tn enjoy leisure a 
that he may seriouriyeinmine the scriptv 
self. I at SM he^tated nhcihcr I etiaa 
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deceived me. With all his faults, he m meapable of 
Boch as you now accuse him of. 

Mrs. Aber. Well, Gertnide, I hope he is, and I 
abnost believe he is — yet I find it very difBcuh to 
credit what you tell me. Was it year instructions 
that led hlni to those eeriocis reflections on his igno- 
rance? 

Ger. No, Mamma, it was the instractions of Mr. 
Percy. 

Mrs. Aber. Mr. Percy ! Now that revives my sus- 
picions. Surely he has attempted to delude you, and 
has indeed succeeded. 

Ger. No, Mamma, I cannot believe it 5 and, as a 
further proof of his sincerity, he wishes very much 
that you, and Anna, and I, should fdlow him to Scot- 
land immediately. 

Mrs. Aber. Oh that I could believe he was really 
sincere in that wish ! 

Ger. (SmiHiw'.) Even if you should find him as 
gloomy and enthusigistic as you consider me. Mam- 
ma? 

Mrs. Aber. I would give all I possess on earth to 
see him like you, Gertrude. 

Ger. Mamma, how can I understand you ? 

Mrs. Aber. Do you not, my love, see the difference 
tn this case ? Edward is the most impetuous, ungo- 
vernable of human beings. He has got into the most 
extravagant, thoughtless, and, I fear, dissolute socie- 
^. There is nothing I do not dread on his account. 
AU those yomig men who adopt the m3rBterious and 
eod^uaastic views of religion mich you have adopt- 
ocL imme<]Kate!y become chaxiged in the most extra- 
qralDary nlanner. Look at Harcourt — at Sorley — at 
yoor cousin Asbton. They were more irregular thaii 
your brother, and only see them now. They may be 
rkKeulous with their Sunday Schools, tmd their mi»» 
■kmary meetings, and their presents of reliffioa# 
bcnka to every body: but who evec Yveaxdi c^v ^^oa^ 
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iiieir lives been attempting to do whatever appeared 
to them to be right 

Ger. Oh no, Mamma ! That same Spirit who re- 
news tiie heart of the openly rebellious, must also re- 
new the heart of those who prefer any created good 
to God, or they Cannot truly be Christians. Do you 
renicniber the young ruler mentioned in Scripture, 
Mamma, who said he had kept all the command- 
ijieiits from his youtli, but who went away sorrowful, 
when Jesus told him he must leave liis eartlily posses- 
sions and Ibllow him. 

Mrs. Aber. I do, Gertrude, and see perfectly your 
aim in reminding me of him. You mean to infer, 
Uiough your mother has attempted to fulfil her duties 
to tlie best of her power, yet love and devotion to God 
hns not been her motive. Now, suppose you have 
said this, and proceed. 

Ger. I was not speaking of you, Mamma. 

Mrs. Aber. My dear Gertrude, do you think I do 
not perceive that you wish often, by what you siiy, 
though you cannot exactly say so f But, my love, I 
desire you to speak quite freely. Forget that I am 
any thing to you but your friend. You must believe*, 
that I really desire your everlasting happiness. I be- 
lieve you desire the same for me — tell me your 
thougnts then with perfect freedom. 

Ger. ( Takiw het' mother^s Jiand and kMvg' it.) 
Well then, my dearest, most beloved, and kindest of 
earthly friends, I confess that my thoughts, night and 
day, are occupied about you, and great part of my 
prayers are on your behalf; for I do not tliink you 
know that God who is revealed in Scripture. You 
have not formed your ideas of Him from Scripture, 
You do not see his awful holiness — you do not see hif. 
abhorrence of all sin — as they are revealed there. 
You do not see the extent of that holiness which lie 
requires from his creatures — ^that the least sin or evil 
cannot be admitted into his presence. " He is of ijurer 



wcrelore feel no unttitsiness-no .iread 
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permitted, unlea changed by his Spfrii 

Mn,.Ara.. All„,,„e,„ i„„„„p 
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« » ehanpi th.t it n™ pmduoe. oily 
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mat most mcompretiensiblv spotlew hi 
tieart whose very nature it [h to ptwiuce 
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OF GERTRUDE ABERLEY. 41 



You seern to .hink that if you do all you can to obey 
the laws of Grod, the death of the Saviour will atone 
lor those failings which overtake you, if jrou, on your 
part, heartily repent of them. 

Mrs. Aber. Certainly, my dear, I do believe that 
if I'ohey the laws of Grod as far as I can, and repent 
of niy failure, 1 shall he saved at last for his sake who 
died to save tlie world. 

Ger. But, indeed. Mamma, that is not the religion 
of the Bible, and greatly dishonours Christ. 

Mi*s. Aber. You make me smile, Gertrude. You! 
a girl of eighteen ! tell me that what I have heard so 
long from the pulpit ; from clergymen, the mildest 
and most candid of men, and the most indulgent to 
the faults of others; in short, from everybody, and 
from almost every book I ever read on the subject is 
not the religion of the Bible. 

Ger. Mr. Percy, Mamma, and all those clergymen 
who preach as he does; Mr. Harcourt, my cousin 
Ashton, and all whose religion has that influence on 
their conduct which you describe as so wonderful, 
c/)i;Ri(ier such a view of the Christian religion as alto- 
jrether erroneous, and incapable of producing any 
purifying effect on tlie heart and conduct. Oh, Mam- 
ma, do go and hear Mr. Percy. 1 am sure he will 
convince you of the truth of what I say. 

Mrp. Aber. No, my dear, I ^vill not go to hear Mr. 
Percy. That would onlylead me to place one man's 
opinion against that of another, and bring me no 
nearer to the tmth : but I will read the Bible, and 
endeavour to judge for myself. 

Ger. Dear Mamma, that is all I want. 

Mrs. Aber. Do 3rou think then, Gertrude, that I 
never read the Bible? 

Ger. No, indeed? Mamma ; I know yon read the 
Bible ; but I think you value only the moral precepts, 
and view the other parts as mysterious, and of little 

4* 
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was; we receive no new power to withstand tempta- 
tion. — That source oi* evil from whence vou Imve 
admitted such thoughts do arise as would banish us 
from the presence ot a holy Gkxl, is not taken away. 
Repenting of sin, Mamma, cannot take away the 
source of sin. May we not continue to sin, and re- 
)ent for ever, and yet be no nearer having a holy 
leart than at first? Now, the Scriptures say, "Be 
ieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shait be 
saved." " The blood of Jesus Christ cieanseth from 
all sin," and, " if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature." Thus, I see the way in which I have my 
sins pardoned, and also have my heart, the source of 
sin, changed or renewed. — You know, Mamma, John 
the Baptist said, "that he who should come after him, 
that was Christ, should baptize with the Holy Ghost.'* 
It is this baptism of heart by the Holy Spirit — ihis 
purifying of that source of evil — this being " bom of 
the Spirit," which accompanies faith in Christ, that 
I mean, Mamma, when I say " sanctified by faith in 
him ;'^ or, made holy by faith in him. My sins {^re 
washed away by his blood, and my heart is made 
hdy by his Spirit ; and those benefits I receive, not vi 
account of any merit which attaches to any doing* 'yi 
my own, but simply by believing in all that Chi iPt 
has done and suffered to procure the salvation of my 
soul. I am uAd in the Bible, that Christ " was wound 
ed for au?' transgressions ; he was bruised for our ini- 
quities ; the chastisement of ourpeace was upon him ; 
and with his stripes we are healed." I believe tliis, 
and with love and adoration of my Qod and Saviour. 
receive the blessed truth into my soul, and really feel 
the benefits of it. Th»js it is by believin]^ on him by 
faith, that the purifying effect o£ his blood is brought 
into my soul and actually cleanses me from sin. I no 
longer feel burdened by its guilt. I have laid it on 
the* head of my glorious sacrifice, who luis Iwrne its 
punishment in my place, and has carried it by death 
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it should be holy, and without blemifihv' This is the 
^eat work that is going on in the heart of a Chris- 
tian. " Grod, who conuoaanded the light to shine out 
of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to ^ive the 
i^ht of the knowledge of the glory of Go^ in the 
fSye of Jesus Christ " We all witii open lace be- 
holding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the same image." "mw are we the sons of 
God ; and it doth not yet appear what we shall be ; 
but we know that when he shall appear, we shall be 
like him, for we shall see him as he is." — Oh, Mamma, 
only enter into the meaning of these words ! 

Mrs. Aber. WeU^ my love, I certainly wish to do 
so : but I believe you attach a meaning to them more 
mystical, and which involves greater singularity of 
opinions and conduct than is necessary. Should I 
suppose you right, Gertrude, I must conclude that 
some of those li^om I loved and looked up to as the 
moeit excellent and amiable of human beings, have 
lived, and (vritk emotion) have died in dangerou& 
efTor. 

Ger. Dear Mamma, I know how painful such 
Jioughts are : but ought they to deter us from ventur- 
ing candidly to examine the Scriptures? May we 
not rather use them as a test to try whether God has 
iikleedthe supreme place in our hearts? or whether — 
but I shall not proceed. Dear Mamma, you cannot 
know what effect the nearer approach of death may 
have had on the minds of those beloved friends you 
mean ; at least on those who died at a distance from 
jrou. 

Mrs. Aber. True, my love. Let us say no more 
on this subject. You know, Gertrude, that it was for 
your sake, and to fulfil what I considered a duty, that 
I have lived winter after winter in London, and lat- 
teriy accompanied you and your sister, wherever 1 
thought it was suitable for you to be. After you de* 
aerted us, I conceived it my duty still to attend your 
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has Grertnide told you, Mamma ? Tell me, Gertrude, 
while I try to ewaflow some breakfast. I have no ap- 
petite. 

Mrs. Aber. Anna, will you go to Scotland ? 

Anna. To Scotland ! are you serious, Mamma ? 

Mrs. Aber. Your brother is gone there, and Ger- 
trude says, is anxious that wb should follow him. If 
I find that he is serious, then I shall be so also. 

Anna. To Scotland ! I cannot trust my senses — at 
this season too, when parties have multiplied upon 
us. Well, if I am to be no happier than I was last 
night, I shall not lose much. But our quadrille party 
at Mrs. Anson^s— It would be treating her extremely 
ill if I deserted it, after having practised with her 
dauf^htsrs all the winter. (Shaking her head thought- 
fully.) You know, Mamma, that is impossible. Ger- 
trude, why do you smile? Do you think it such a 
trifle to be disobliging and uncivil ? 

Ger. I think it possible that some other young lady 
may be found nearly capable of supplying your place. 

Anna. Oh, indeed, it is not so easy ; and, besides, 
every body is engaged long ago. But what is that 
)rOu are about ? Y ou are become so very industrious, 
you seem to think it sinful to be a moment witlv>ut a 
rag and a needle, like the children at the cMirity 
schools, that Cousin Ashton will drag us to admirt;. 
Are you really going ^ mend that 3d pocket-hand- 
kerchief? 

Geh. (Laturhhiff.) No. You see I am cutting it. 

Anna. Ana what is here ? ( Opening a little par- 
cdy) three baby caps ! how nice and soft ! 

Ger. And just made of an old cambrick handker- 
chief. 

Anna. Well, they are very nice. And have you 
undertaken to work for the foundling hospital ? 

Ger. {Laitffhvnff,) No: but a poor woman wlvjni 
Sally knows about, who before had a large family 
and a sickly htisband, 1:tis had twins a day or two. 
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Ger. How can you mppose it possible she should, 
after sitting up for you? Poor thioj^, I think she 
would be a better girl if fihe were taken pains with, 
out the foolish books she lives upon, make her the ri- 
diculous creature she is. 

Mrs. Aber. What books? 

Ger. Every night that she sits up for you and An- 
na, Mamma, she employs hefself in reading some 
foolish novel. She told me so herself, and said no- 
thing else would keep her awake. You know. Mam- 
ma, the house-keeper makes all the other women go 
to bed. I gave her other books, but she says my 
books make her think herself so wicked, she dare not 
to stay alone ; and when she goes down stairs she 
finds nobody but old John, who scolds her for being 
idle. 

Mrs. Aber. (Sighing'.) This is not as it ought io 
be. 

AnjN^a. But go on, Gertrude ; what did you d,o at 
aeven o'clock this morning ? 

Ger. I spent the next hour in private, Anna, ancj 
that is the happiest hour of all the day to me, and 
prepares me for whatever may happen ; because I 
then seek that strength and guidance which is pro- 
miseil to those who ask for them. I then gave Sally 
another lesson. Then wrote a long letter to Edward, 
viiiich h'e asked me to do ; and then came hither in 
hopes of finding you and breakfast ; but, being dis- 
appointed in that hope, I began to work these baby 
caps, and have had time to make one while waitmg 
for you. 

Mrs. Aber. My love, are you so long without food ? 

Ger. Oh, no, "Sally is very attentive to me, and the 
house- keeper also. 

Anna. Yes, they all love you. Morley says Miss 
Grertrude is an angel in temper, and gives no trouble ; 
and that it is an honour to oe allow^ to attend l^er. 
besides making one better, just to eee Y^ov^ ^^kAvsvK 
quiet she is. 5 ^ 
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more closely. Gertrade t^ me your brother has 
gone to Scotland for the smgle purpose of enjoying 
solitude and leisure, thart he may read the scriptures. 
I wish also to have some quiet time for the same pur- 
pose. As to. your two objections, quadrille party and 
to Mr. Percy, I think yoa must try to get over the 
first ; and Gertrade says the clergyman at Amavoir 
is of the same sentiments with Mr. Percy. , 

Anna. Is he so ? Then I shall easily reconcile my- 
self to the idea of Mrs. Anson's displeasure. But 
only think of Edward ? Well, I have thought him 
very odd of late ! Do you wish to go to Scotland*? 

Ger. I do, very much indeed. 

Mrs. Aber. WeU, then, I shall write this day to 
Kdward, and in the mean time w shall make ar- 
rangements for leaving town. If your brother an- 
Bwers as we hope he will, then we ^aU gu to Scot** 
land ; if not, we shall all be glad to go for a time tc 
Calmly Lodge. 

END OF PART FIRST. 
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leading his mother to adopt some opinions more 
scriptural than those she formerly had entertained j 
yet she had not really abandoned that system of re- 
union on which she placed her hopes of heaven ; and 
though she rejoiced in her son's reformation, and at- 
tended whatever church he wished, yet this proceed- 
ed more from a desire to indulge nim in any way 
which tended to cherish those principles which pro- 
duced such effects, than from any conviction of the 
superior efficacy of those principles. 

Mrs. Aberley now attempted to give that comfort 
to her sister, which she herself supposed would arise 
on a death bed from the recollection of a life of amia- 
bleness and respectability; but she saw that Mrs. 
Ashton listened without receiving a ray of consola- 
tion or pleasure from anything she said. On the 
contrary, if Gertrude offered to make a remark, her 
aunt seemed to feel it deeply, as an undeniable truth. 
Mrs. Ashton indeed clung to Gertrude, whose humble 
and simple views and expressions on religious sub- 
jects, were more effectual in overcoming the gloom of 
her mind, than the deeper and jierhaps more elevated 
views of her son. Gertrude's society became abso- 
lutely necessary to her aunt ; while Mrs. Aberley 
perceived, that, though she did not exactly say so, 
her sister regarded her as one who, like herself, knew 
little of that religion which prepares and emboldens 
the soul to meet its God. This, joined to letters she 
received from Edward, confirming all that Gertrude 
had told her respecting him, led Mrs. Aberley to be- 
gin, with very deep interest, that examination of 
Scripture she had proposed. During her sister's ill- 
ness she went to no parties, and gave none; and 
much of the time which was not spent with her sis- 
ter, or with her interesting young family, weis devoted 
to the study of the Bible, ai^ in prayer to God for 
aasistance to understand it The truth |pradually 
dawned on her mind, and became more and moro 

5^ 
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frequently met with Mr. Percy iii her sister's sick 
room. Charles Asliton had prevailed on his mother 
to see Mr. Percy, in tlie hope that he might lead her 
mind to brighter views. But a death-bea is not often 
the time when instruction can be received. Mrs. 
Ashtun was unable at times from illness, to attend to 
Mr. Percy; and indeed was always so weak and 
languid, tliat his visits flurried and discomposed her, 
even when most anxious to see him ; and she often 
derived more benefit from what he had said, when re- 
peated to her afterwards by Gertrude, than from liis 
personal uistructions. Mrs. Aberley, however, listen- 
ed with earnest attention, and joined in his prayer. 
She also attended his church with Mrs. Ashton's 
young family, and with Anna ; and gradually the 
way of peace with God declared in the Gospel, open- 
ed on her mind with clearness and conviction. She 
thankfully and joyfully acquiesced in the plan of sal- 
vation made known there, an a manifestation of the 
wisdom and love of God, and £is entirely suited to 
the wants of her soul ; and she at least wished to re-, 
ceive Christ as her all, and to resign herself wholly 
to the guidfuice of his word and spirit. 

Anna, during this period of her aunt's last illness, 
was at times very miserable. Ignorant on the subject 
of religion, and not of a character to examine any 
subject with calm attention ; yet sensible that she had 
resisted the admonitions of her own conscience, the 
kind expostulations of Gertrude, and the stronger and 
more alarming remarks of her cousin, she felt a con- 
sciousness of guilt in the sight of God, which led her 
only to think of Him as an object to be dreeided. Cir- 
cumstances added to this uneasiness. The mournful 
gloom that was cast over the house of her aunt ; that 
deep sliadow which precedes the approach of death ; 
Gertrude's anxious seriousn^ of manner, when for 
short intervals she left her a^t's room to converse 
with her ; Mrs. Aberley's thougbtfubiess and disrelish 
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THE DECISION, 



PART II. 



PERSONS INTRODUCED. 

Mrs. Abebl£T. 
Edward. 
Anna. 
Gertrude. 

Mr. LORNTON. 

Mr. AsHTON. 

Mr. Ross, Clergyman of the ParuiL. 

Alan Cameron, an old Soldier. 

People. 

An apartment in Amavoir Caglle. 

Evening. 



MiB. Aberlet, Edward, Anna, and Gertrude. Ed- 
ward seated between Mrs. Aberley and Gertrude ; 
ahand of each in his : Anna seated- on a footstool 
at her mother's feet, 

Edw. How delightful it is to find myself with yon 
•H again I You have really tried my patience by vour 
Ways. You gave me reason to hope I shoula see 
y<iKi in a fortnight after I left London, and it is now 
>MKe than two months. 
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Anna. Delightful I I long excessively to see your 
good Mr. Ross. 

Mrs. Aber. Is Mr. Ross a youn/^ man ? 

Edw. He 18 thirty-tour, or thirty-five, but looks 
older from being a little bald above his forehead ; and 
from the ffray hairs which study and grief have mixed 
with his dark locks. 

Mrs. Aber. Does he reside in the old manse near 
the loch, or has he got a new one ? 

Edw. He is still in the old one. and I think has no 
wish for another. It is beautifully situated ; and his 
wife has all within in such perfect order and neatness, 
that it seems a peaceful little paradise. 

Ger. Has Mr. Ross any children ? 

Edw. Yes, three sweet little creatures. He has 
lost three. 

Ger. And was that the grief which you said haa 
mingled gray hairs with his dark locks? (Sniiliiifr.) 

Edw. It was ; but why do you smile, Gt^rtrudo 1 

Ger. Because your love for Mr. Ross has made you 
poetical in your description of him. 

Edw. Well, perhaps it may. There is something 
elevated, perhaps you would call it poetic, in all my 
feelings for him. He has been the meaf?enger of light 
to my soul ; and when I see him, I feel as if his pre- 
aence brought that of his glorious Master nearer tr 
me. 

Ger. Ah, no, Edward. That gracious presejicc 
18 ever nearer you than any human presence can 
be. — But had this idol of yours made idols of his 
children ? 

Edw. No, I will not say that, though perhaps he 
would allow that he had. You never saw a man so 
fond of children as he is, yet so gently strict and firm. 
He told me, that God, by taking his first child, had 
taught him that he was a hypocrite; for he had 
oAen on his knees, and he thought in sincerity, devoted 
hiroflelf and all his to God, to dtspoee. o\ W\em ^^ W. 
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Geb. {Sig^hwff.) Poor Charles! He has now a 
heavy charge ; mree vounfl^er brothers and two little 
nsters, orphans. Did I write you, £klward| that 
Mamma has allowed me to take charge of little Em- 
ma and Jane for a time 1 

Edw. N0|. but Charles did. He wrote me too that 
his mother died happily. 

Ger. Yes ! At last my aunt seemed peaceful and 
reaiiEned. But, Oh ! let us prepare for death while 
we are in he^th and in vigour of mind^ and hsbsten to 
acquire the knowledge <h that Almighty Saviour 
wno. alone can support our souls when the hour comes 
when we must meet God. It is an awful thing to die 
while ignorant and unprepared. 

Edw. But my aunt was considered a thoughtful, 
reliffious person. 

Ger. My aunt had naturally weak spirits and bad 
health, which made her appear grave and thought- 
ful ! but her religious opinions had been entirely 
adopted from others, not from Scripture; and her 
personal religion consisted in some torros which she 
considered it a merit to go through evenwJien her 
health made it almost impossible to do so. On these 
observances she rested her hopes of eternity. Charles' 
change of sentiments and conduct led her to examine 
the subject of religion more closefy : but though he 
had c-onvinced her that she erred in sofaie points, her 
last illness found her ignorant and ^unsettled. She 
was wretchedly weak and timid ; and . the thoughts 
ol' death and eternity were awful to. her' beyond ex- 
presBum. Oh what poor Charles sufTered ! It was a 
painful scene, but I hope closed in peace. 

Edw. Do not let us dwell on it, Gertrude, it has af- 
fected you too deeply. ( Turning to Arma,) What 
diango has taken place in Anna's appearance ? She 
looks well, yet somehow very odd. 
•. Mrs. Aber. (SfrfUinj^J) It is her dreaa,. Awv^^w 
L' tfden It a part of religion to make Yvetas^? xSwaX ^^os^ 
^ 6 




thaL I can now (Ireaa in five minuws 
adopted this kind of dress. Formerly 1 
in less tlian an hour. 

Do you, Genruiie, think A 

P^EH. Perliapa we had better consult 
""r. Rons, liQw ftir petal iiirities in tr 
-isorH of religion. 
.. Ib ii n lAOe, Gertrude, to red« 
' Ger. No, certniiily, deiir Aniiii, Bui 
■oarwhat Mr. Perey said the last Suiid 
him preach, " that we muEt not peribm 
lies iit tlic «apraifi« ol' Hii|ierior." But ] 
put lis r^it ohlhis iHirticuliir point. 

AnujI, WeB, perhaps he may. But 
time, you will omge me by calling our ( 
reet tlie Subhath, not Sunday. 

Geb. You are right, Anna, I ehaH t 

Edw. Well, it is remarkable by w 
^mfa we arrive at truth. You, Mammi 
■KexBnuning the Scriptures, have (lis 
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' Ger. (SmdUng'.) And how do you happen to dis- 
tii^uish so nicmy respecting others, while so igno- 
rant respecting yourself*? have you had no assist- 
ance? 

Edw. Yes, dear Gertrude, I have asked Mr. Ross 
questions which have led him to assist me in forming 
die opinions I have just expressed. Indeed I have 
made him, almost unconsciously to both of us, inti- 
mately acquainted with all our religious sentiments. 
When you know him, you will be quite satisfied that 
he should be so. I shall never be able to repay his 
kindness to me. Every day he has spent some part 
of his precious time in instructing me. He has read 
great part of the Scriptures with me, joining his 
prayers with his instructions. He has hstened pa- 
tiently to all my ignorant objections, and never left 
one till he had answered it so as to convince my judg- 
ment, and satisfy my heart I now love him as an 
elder brother, and would rather spend an hour with 
him in his sacred little study, than with any other hu- 
man being in any place on earth. He is a blessing 
to the parish. You shall sfee to-morrow with what 
reverence and respect the people regard him. 

Mrs. Abeb. To-morrow the people celohrate your 
coming of age. I do hope, Mr. Ross will be able to 
prevent such scenes as often take place on similar oc- 
casions. 

Edw. You shall see. Do you know Ashtom is also 
to be here. 

Mrs. Aber. Charles ! I rejoice to hear it 

Edw. You know before you left London he had re- 
fused; but on my assuring him we should have no 
rejoicings that he would find unsuitable to his ptre- 
sent feelings, he consented to come. The little girls 
fi>llow slowlv, and will be here in a few days, jbut 
DOW I think we must go to n;y favourite retreat 
amon^nst yonder trees. 



iim a [iiviiiEiDn oi ffrAndei 

k, Anna, in this direction. See il* 

T raa^fifcally they tower to hea^ 

„ "ing in Uie beamfl of the dcscendin 

f How iovcly, too, are the gloasy wall 

IB which they seem to rest Oh ! I fe 

P^gazp at the sjctended glory irf" tha 

"•"■r, how conflDed, how unworthy, all 

1 fflir hearte can offer to that gbr 

IE created such proruaion of objects 

li his character, ami win our aJTectioni 

Anna. Hu^, Gertrude. Someone 

that path in the woods behind ub. 

Edw. It ie my friend. 

Enter Mr. Robb. 

'^Edw. Welcome, my dear Sir. Alk 

Rice my long-eipected JVienda to ynu. 

and eldest eisler are not quite strangi 

least by chamcler, and Gertrude, as a i 

was your first aMiiiainta.nce. 

Mr. BoBB. ( With -much facing.) I 

L^we an opportimity of expreasing m) 

BtoriB and three of many a inBtefil hi 
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Kd^v, (Smilinff') No one, then, is to have the me 
lit of doing my duty for me. 

Mr. Ross. We shall ascribe it where all merit la 
ever due. to Him who alone can so change any heart, 
as to incline it to love his service. I hope, however, 
that to-morrow Miss Gertrude will feel gratified in 
seeing so many young people who, through her 
bounty, are learning ^e wav to salvation. 
Ger. Shall I have that pleasure to-morrow? 
Edw. Yes. To-morrow all the {)eopIe belonging to 
the estate have been invited to assemble on tiie lawn 
before the house; and the children are prepared tc 
exhibit their accomplishments to you. 

Ger. I shall be aelighted to meet with them. 
Edw. This irt an evening, my dear Mr. Ross, quite 
after your own heart. 

Mr. Ross. And what heart, my dear Mr. Aberley, 
could resist the influence of such an evening ? God 
speaks to us by his works ; and when their language 
is all^ntlenees and tendern^ shall our hearts not 
be sofiencjd, and reply in gratitude and love 1 

Anna. Many who are still dead to the power ot 
religion, are yet exquisitely alive to the beauties ot 
nature. 

Mr. Ross. Certainly, Miss Aberley ; many are so. 
Anna. And they have expressed their admiration 
in language so powerfully impressive, that they have 
taken awav all my pleasure in beholding those beau- 
ties. At this moment Lord Byron's lines, descriptive 
of his Lara's feelings on viewing the soflness of moon^ 
light, and his dark mind turning away from its love- 
liness, haunts my thoughts. 

Mr. Ross. But, Miss Aberley, that de43cription is 
beautifully just. 

Anna. Bdt I now dislike every association of ideas 
which leads my mind back to the state it was in 
when I almost worshipped these authors. 
Mr. Ross. Perhaps it would have been better fbi 

6* • 
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justed US all by her, what appears to me, absurd pe- 
culiarities. For instance, my Anna makes it a mat- 
ter of conscience to dress in the most ridiculous and 
particular manner, so that all her young friends re- 
gard her change on that point as a part of her new 
religion. 

Anna. But pray. Mamma, tell Mr. Ross, how ma- 
ny hours I have net in studying dress. Ought not 
such inclinations to be mortified 1 Besides, St. Paul 
says, that w«men professing godliness should not 
ndom themselves with costly array. 

Mrs. Aber. I do not wish it to he costly, my 1' ve. 
All I ask is, that it should not be particular, and throw 
an air of ridicule over us all. But, Mr. Ross, I must 
lay more of my poor Anna''s peculiarities before you. 
During the last six or eight weeks we have been in 
London, she has considered it her duty to teach every 
person to whom she had it in her power to speait. 
Whoever was our visiter, Anna instahtly attempted 
to introduce the subject of religion ; and though the 
person she addressed might, at the time, be involved 
m the vortex of fashionable amusements, Anna lyould 
begin to condemn them all — dancing as folly and 
waste of time — concerts as the same — ^the theatre as 
utterly sinful — and going to admire Miss O'Neil as 
delighting in the sacrifice of a human soul, and con- 
sequently more inhuman than the Roman ladies were, 
\^o found pleasure in witnessing the earthly agonies 
df gladiators. She reproved every one : and in short 
has made every one dislike her ; and all this, while 
she "herself must necessarily have a very small por- 
tion of religious knowledge. Can all this be right ? 

Mr. Ross. Can Mi^ iu)erley quote St. Paul's au- 
thority for aU tlus, as she did respecting dress ? 

Anna. Not exactly for each particular Mamma 
has mentioned. Yet how should I have known that 
any of these things were sinful, unless Gertrude had 
taken pains to convince me that they were so ? 



tiM me that whnt had prednoM 
reality of love to OoA — a, reality 

and serve Him, nf which my I 
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which they are done. We must ever reoiember, in 
attempting to lead people to think as we do^ that we 
are human beings endeavouring to influence human 
beings, emd must use those arguments which we 
know oy experience are attractive to the hmtan 
heart A real change must come from God ; but he 
uses means suited to the end. A plain declaration 
of truth is one means, and conscience will be on the 
side of that truth ; yet if it is declared in a manner re- 
volting to the heart, conscience is then to struggle 
against the disgust of the heart, and will not easily 
be heard. On the contrary, if the heart is won afeng 
with the conscience, all is one. St Paul exhorts us 
to attend to what is' bvelv and of good report in all 
we do, and he himsell* is beautifvdly tender and sen- 
tie in his treatment of the ignorant Now, my Hear 
Miss Aberley, it is not feU to oe lovely, neither is it of 
good report, for very young persons to presume to 
teach, particularly when they themselves have 
scarcely escaped from those errors against which 
they warn others. 

Anna. But if we receive light, are we entitled to 
put it under a bushel ? 

Mr. Ross. (Smilinff.) No, we are to let it " so 
Bhine. that men aeeinff our good vxjrks, may glorify 
our Father who is in heaven." 

Anna. But is it not a good work to warn others 
from your own experience that they are ruining 
themselves? 

Mr. Ross. You cannot, my dear Miss Aberley, by 
mere words, convince any one that your expenence 
is light from heaven. 

Anna. But if I am utterly changed, they wilfully 
shut their eyes if they do not see that the change is 
of God. 

Mr. Ross. That must depend entirely on the na- 
ture of the conduct exhibited. I would not discou- 
rage you, Miss Aberley, but when God opens your 



Forgive my plaii mesa— what I 
Bay of any one who had come 
Btate of ignorance, into tlic kr 
priiiciplea of truth. 

AsNA. I love what you say, 
haa become strangely agreeabl 
muHt I be silent 7 Must I never 
way of salvation which 1 myself 

Mr, Roes. I do not say bo : bi 
down any rule on tliis point. 1 
is thiB. As it is ImpoeBible that 
wise than ignorant, study the acr 
study them on your kneea — at 1 
heart over every possa^. Bei 
presence of God in Christ. Yoi 
way to the Father. Search thi 

Eissagea which reveal to you I 
lOrd, and in wliat relation he i 
earnestly for his Spirit to enlighl 
reveal tJie character aiid work of 
rest not till you know what it is I 
till you ca^ Bay He is your pea 
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iright Walking thus, you will not readily offend 
by speaking rashly or harshly to any one; and if 
mi should offend by speaking truth in the spint of 
Kive and meekne^ you are then only in the path cf 
dutv. 

Anna. {Sighing.) I know little of such walkinii^^ 
Yoa have made me feel how poor, and blind, and 
miserable I am. 

Mr. Ross. Do you recollect how our gracious Lord 
and Master concludes his address to those whom ne 
accused of being poor, and blind, and miserable, white 
they thought themselves rich ? 

Anna. I do. 

Mr. Ross. How much comfort then, may they re- 
ceive from his words, who feel that they are so? ** As 
many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Behold I stand 
ait the door auid knock ; if any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup 
with him, and he with me." 

{Annoys eyes Jill with tears, and she turns avxty,) 

£dw. In what a variety of characters our Lord is 
represented in Scripture ? 

Ger. Yes : and how necessary we find these dif- 
ferent characters to be to us in our diHerent states of 
feeling. 

Mr. Ross. And we shall continue to find them so 
to the last There is no situation, no state of mind, 
no state of feeling, in which we can be, that we do 
not find him represh^.xd in Scripture as bearing the 
very chardA^ter suited, in those circumstances, to be 
our most sympathizmff, most poweiful and tender 
friend. Oh ! He is incheed the friend of us sinners, 
fhnn the moment that first, in ignorance, and dark- 
ness, and fear, we apply to him, until that hour when 
he enables us without dismay, sometimes with joy 
and rapture, to meet death and eternity. 

Anna. Enter eternity ! What an awful thought 

Mrs. Aber. Awful indeed ! 



ttoughL 

Mr. Roas. Did ytm, Miat Aberley, ti 
thought of death aua eternity belbre 
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speaking? 
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Mra. Aber. We certainly must not interfere with 
your own family, Mr. Ross. I hope we shall see you 
early to-jnorrow. 

Mr. Ross. I hope to have that pleasure ; but must 
now sav good nient ; and may that heavenly Guar- 
^an who " slumbers not" be with us all till we meet 
again. Miss Gertrude, may I ask you to convey a 
message to your brother from me. (He speaks to her 
in a law voice, then enters the woodL) 
Mrs. Aber. a secret, Gertrude ? 
Ger. {Smiting,) It is for my brother's ears only. 
Anna. What a neavenly-mmded man ; Oh how I 
long for the Sabbath, that I may hear him speak of 
heavenly things. 

Mrs. Aber. He is indeed very pleasinff, and has 
nmething holy in his manners. But now let us join 
your bromer^and Charles. 

Entei' Edward. 

Ger. Where is Charles? What is the matter? 
Yoo look discohiposed. Has any thing happened ? 
(Anxiously.) 

Edw. No. But who do you think has arrived with 
Charles ? 
Mrs. Aber. Who? 
Edw. Mr. Lornton. 

Mrs. Aber. Gkr. and Anna. Mr. Lornton ! 
Edw. Ye^s liinirielf. 

Anna. How vexati<»us ! What on earth has brought 
iiim? 

Edw. I cannot tell, but Charles and he met at the 
last stage, and as horses were not to be had for both 
carriages, they came together. 

Mrs. Aber. Well, I certainly wish he had not 
eome at present ; but now, my dear children, remem- 
ber you have to prove the sincerity and power of 
ymir religton. You know Mr. Lornton has always, 

7 
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Jbremxm. 

An apartment in Arnavoir Castle, the windows of 
^ which open on the lawn, 

Mr. LoRNTON, Gertrude. 

^A great many people are seen from the windows, 
Mr, Ross am Edward appear to he addreming 
tliem, Mr, Lomton paces up and down the room^ 
GertriuU watching his loolcs, and at times steal- 
ing a glance towards the window,) 

Mr. Lorn. I cannot believe, child, that it is really 
agreeable to you to remain here with me, when so 
much preacliing over coarse Bibles, and two-penny 
tracts, IS going on yonder. 

Ger. Were you with us. Sir, I should prefer being 
on the lawn. 

Mr. Lorn. I with you ! Can you suppose I would 
countenance such preposterous folly ? I used to think 
that with all his faults, your brother had a good share 
of common sense, but I begin to doubt this. Can he 
really be such a fool as to believe that sagacious, re- 
flecting Scotchmen, will be duped by him and his par- 
don, into the notion that canting speeches are as mucli 
worth having as good cheer ; or that the sanctimoni- 
ous looks of a yuung landlord promise as well for the r 
future interests, as if he showed himself the ope^i- 
hearted, open-handed gentleman. 

Geb. I hope, Sir^ the people will love my broilier, 
such as he is. Will you pardon me for saying, Sir, 
that you yourself did not seem displeased with him 
last ni^t, when he assembled his servants, and rea(^ 
and prayed with them. You did not, indeed, remain 
with U8, but afterwards you treated Edwarcl so kind- 
Iv^ and took leave of Ikim for the night so like a fatlier, 
Uiat lie was quite moved. 



Mr. LoBN. You know that pic 

Ger. Yea; ii is niy fiithec's. 
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liown, and, raising his eyes to hetiven, and clasping his 
liands together, said, " God protect my children.^ 

Mr. Lorn. (Sighing deeply.) Poor Aberiey ! 

Ger. God, my dear Sir, has heard his prayer. 
First, he has given us a kind and careful earthly guar- 
dian, and now I trust he is leading us to himselt> our 
heavenly Father. 

Mr. Lorn. I could have felt for you all as my own 
children, had your brother and sister regarded me at 
all as a parent. I do not, however, blame tiiem. I 
know that circumstances have rendered my temper 
very luisuitable to those that are full of youth and 
hope. For you, my dear, I do feel as a father. 

Gkr. I feel certain, my dear Mr. Lornton, that 
Edward and Anna will please you more in future 
than they have hitherto done. 

Mr. Lorn. Your brother resembles his father strik- 
ingly in person and in features, but his impetuous, 
luigovemable temper, is the opposite of what his fa- 
tiler's was ; and there is so much of it in the expres- 
sion of his* countenance, that till last night he has 
seldom lecalled my friend to my memory. Last 
niffht, when he declared his intention of serving Grod 
ill nis family, whoever might be in his house, your 
lather was before me. The firm, manly, ingenuous, 
yet embarrassed expression of his countenance, was 
exactly his father's, as I have often seen him, when 
his pure and correct feelings would not suffer him to 
join in some parts of the conduct of his friends ; an«' 
when he, while hating to differ from them, yet in hii 
iK>ble manner gave his reasons, and either dissuaded 
his friends from their intentions, or left them. 

Ger. (Laying Tier hand an Mr. Lcrmton^g o;\»»^. 
(tful looking earnestly at him.) And can you. Sir, 
think those principles cant and folly, which lead Ed- 
ward thus to resemble my father? Must there iiot 
liave been the same elevation and integrity of mind 
lO produce the same expression of coxwvUitvaxvc^'l 
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meet in this world, and what, my friend, do we know 
of another ? I who find myseli on the verge of it^ 
feel a new, and, I confess to yoU, an apnallinor anx- 
iety on this point. My dearest friend, do not leave 
this tremendous affair to be learnt at your last hours. 
There is enough besides to think too deeply of then. 
I entreat you to reflect on what I have written ; and, 
Lomton, have my children educated religiously." 

Ger. {Her eyesJUlin^ with tears.) O my dearest 
father ! I trust he found light and peace. 

Mr. I^oRN. In his last letter, after some anxious di- 
rections about your mother, he ^y^, " And now, my 
dearest friend, farewell ; I write with great difficulty. 
Remember what I said in my Istst. Seek to know 
God. You do not yet know him, Lomton. Seek to 
know the way of salvation by Christ. I have been 
taught that way ; there is no other. God has been 
very merciful to me. A soldier has been my earthly 
teacher." Here the letter sto()t. 

Ger. {Bursts into tears, and twms away. After 
a pause.) Will you, dear Sir, allow me again to read 
these last wordd. And this is my o\^ dear papa's 
writing ! How his hand has trembled ! Oh sweet, 
precious wofds ! {Kisses the letter^ then reads.) "I 
have been taught that way ; thefe is flo other." " God 
has been very merciful to me." O how gracious is 
oar God ! My fkther ! niv mother ! all of us brought 
to the knowledge of Himself! My dear Sir, {turn- 
inf^ earnestly to Mr. Lomton^) you shall not be sepa- 
rated from us. Why have you neglected my father's 
last entrejlties ? You will never again meet him un- 
less you too know that God has been merciful to you ; 
unless vou find that only way of salvation which my 
father found. 

Mr. Lorn. {Sternly.) What can we know of the 
mercy of God ? 

Ger. {ShHnlwiff backhand with siirrn^i.'ie.) How! 

Mr. Lorn. ( Bitterly. ) Twice in my Ivfel bsx.ve. ^-i^s^ 



Sir, miHuiideratood the provideofl^ffi 
youreelf. 

Mr. Lorn. Twice, GertruJe, my s 
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by preserving to me this rival who has usurped 
lace in my affections; and separated my hean 
thee, its only good?" And when God in loVe 
sd this prayer, and took away that which came 
ien himself and your soul, instead of returning 
m who in mercy smote that he might heal you, 
)u instantly set up another idol to worship with 
siffections instead of Him, and again insult him 
ayers to preserve to you his rival ; and are you 
la^ed because in love he a^in refused you, and 
our heart empty and desdate, that he himself 
t fill it ? Are you not, my dear Sir, saying there 
mercy where all is mercy ? 
. Lorn. ( Gently.) You are a strange argufer, 
lild. According to you, God loves you not iii 
g you so many objects of affection, and would 
his kindness more by taking your mother, and 
3r, and sister, from you. 

R. If I loved them more than him ; but I hope 
IS the first place in my affections; and my 
int prayer to him is, to suffer no rivals in my 

. Lorn. Well, my dear, may you always sup- 
^our prayers are answered ! 
R. Suppose ! O my dear Sir, how dishonouring 
omnipotent, omniscient God, is your cold, un- 
r assent to his general aend superintending Pro- 
ce ; while you, not from disbelieving in revela- 
)ut fiom his rejection of a prayer which it would 
mjured you to grant, spurn from you the revealed 
lost del iffhtful truth, that so minute is the care 
>d over all of us, thp.t even a hair of our heads 
►t change colour without him ! (A shout ^ joy is 
I from llie lawn.) Do let us go, dear Sir, and 
^er what has occasioned so much joy. 
. Lorn. Well, my dear, I shall accompany you. 
pose these sounds of joy have been at last oc- 
led by some substantial proofs of kindness fh>ir 
Drother. 



Mr. LoRH. By mme unfortunate 
mother never received your lUlher'a I 
soldier who attended your fatiier du 
ceas, and whom he intrusted with 
brine Ui your mother, mentioned tli 
had been seat by a conveyance uon 
larly Bafe, but Ihey never reached lie) 
I Gen. What has become of the eol< 
1 ed my rather? 

Mr. Lorn. I believe he now reside 
the HigliiandB of Scotland. 

Gsn. DidMammaseehim? 

Mr. Lorn. No, my dear; your ai 
but thought his religjouB uniting abc 
death would be too much for your m 
ver knew there was such a peraoii. 

Gbb. He would be the soldier Pa 
his tencher. I wish I could see liim. 
Stanly err in preventing Mamma ftw 

Mr. Lon». 1 think she did ; but at 
I unQl to think of what woulil be beat ft 
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on his ajfTfj stands a little apart, Mr\ Ashton moves 
a few steps to join them, but Gertrude motions him 
not to approach. People stand romuL'\ 

Mr. Lorn. Edward seems about to make a speech. 

'Eow, (Goinff forward towards the people,) My 
friends, 1 have told you my intention of residing 
among you part of every year. {Renewed acclama- 
tions of joy.) Now I have to assure you, that I will 
act exactly as my father did respecting your little 
farms. I will remove none of you without finding 
other means of support, for you. (Shouts of joy— 
voices exclaim, " God bless you, Sir ; God will re- 
toard you. Sir — NoNe son of our noNe Cdonel.^^) I 
mu^, however, my friends, make one reservation in 
giving you this promise. I shall suffer no immorality 
on my estate that it is in my power to prevent ; and 
should I hear of any fraud against government, or 
any attempt to injure the morals of the people, the 
man whom I find engaged in such practices shall be 
removed, should his fathers have been on the estate 
for centuries. Good conduct shall make long leases — 
bad cx)nduct instant removals. You all now possess 
the Scriptures. Study them, and teach their holy 
precepts to your households. There you will find the 
way not only to be saved, but to be pure and holy in 
your lives. I have taken them for the rule of my own 
life ; and as we shall all be judged according to them 
when we meet together at the bar of God, let us se* 
riously now begin to act in all things as they direct 

{Some of tJie people han^ their heads, and look 
grave; others, ami most ofthewomefii, exclaim, " Oh, 
that it may be so ! God bless his sweet holy young 
heart I H^s like his father. He's our guide to 
live,^^ (^c.) 

Mr. Lorn. (Looking earnestly at Edward.) 
Dear fellow I at this moment he is his father's image. 

(Some bustle among the people — tlien the youn^ 
people and children are broihghi oxil bij a -^^cs^cXa- 



pariah, to you. 

(Afr. Loi-nian reiarns Mr. Rm 
am eoiile'iiptuousb/. The Stfuxitl 
the children in an orderly tf.iatcireie 
Mrt. Alie.rley, Anno, ami Mr. Athloi 

ScHooLM. (Addresgiriff Gerlrvd 
cliiliiren desire in one voice to expra 
to iheir heavenly Father, and their 
treae, in a, short nymn they have lou 

Mr. Lobs. (GUvKiag mperdliom 
I Got up finely fcr effect, 
I Mr. Roaa. ( With qjiickncait.) For 

(Mr. Lornton turns conlempliu 

givet no iiiuieer. GertrwU ekang 

af Mr. Ijorvlon to the other^ ao as i 

atid Mr. Rose, then addressinff the 

Geb. Will you say for me. Sir, tl 

.much plpnaure to heur the children i 

I Mr. Rosa. My dear voun^ peop 

I baye much plecusure in neartng ycni 
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Oh ! Glory then be to that Lord 

Within whose fold we seek a place ; 
:wflhd may his love best joys afibril 
To her — his messenger of grace. 

^Mr. Lomtoiiy when the dear younff voices of the 
children at once begin the hymn, is mtZh aj^ected^ hut 
Hruffgles to overcome and conceal hisfedwg-s. The 
ladieB are moved to tears, and, whm the children 
cease sinffing^ go forward to caress and praise 
them ; while the Schoolmaster singles out som£ child- 
ren to read^ ^c. to Gertrude!] 

Mr. Lorn. {Addressing Eidward,) You mean, I 
aurooBe, to continue this theatrical seminary? 

Kow. Certainly, my dear Sir ; but wliat ap|)ear8 
to you theatrical, is, I am certain, the expression of 
the real feelincs of the heart. 

Mr. Lorn. ( With a sneer.) An extempore poetic 
efiusion! 

Mr. Ross. The hymn, such as it is, was written by 
the Schoolmaster. There surely is heart, if not poet- 
ry in it ; and the yoan^ people ieel it so. 

Mr. Lorn. Young hearts are easily won, and when 
won, easily rulc.i, and turned to any purpose. I de- 
teat all this artfnl machinery to ensnare young hearts. 

Mr. Ross. I hope they will be indeed ensnared into 
the love and service of their God. 

Mr. Lorn. {Sieeringly.) And secure the comfort- 
able dominioTi of his meek and lowly minister. 

Mr. Ross. (Mildly, but with emotion.) His minis- 
ters ought to have one safe^iard from insult — the 
knowledge that they must submit to taunts and con- 
tempt, while they are precluded from every means of 
lepulaing them. 

Mr. Lorn. {Looking full ai Mr. Ross, who looks 
at him mildly, hit wiVt dignity.) Sir, I beg your 
pardon, I Iiave been unprovcwcedly brutal. 

Mr. Ross. ( Gently.) I can feel every excuse for 
prgudices against churchmeo. Some of us have gi- 

8 
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tlie bcnefil of your schtml ^^^ 
ymir pariBhioners I lousl bag Jt 
trifli,. 

Mr. Ross. When you are corm 
Bchools are really uaclul Ixi the p« 
that Bfill may be done to improve 
poor, I nuiBl etitreal j-ou not to i«| 
pera. They have stjU that nK» 
which Hhrinka from roceivitig allffi 
for the world it was eitlierwounda 
can in the parish, imd Becrctly, pn 
are really unable to rapport iheow 
Mr. Lorn. Indeed f Thai eee 
{ Goes forward to dap the head 
vAo, wUh his bmnel iit Ms ham 
a psaim to Gertrude.) Well, dan 
tow. (Addresring the sduicAtiuu 
SB perfect aa you could wish it 1 

BCHOOLM. We have been wow 
every thing, Sir. The young 1e 
an excellent achool-houBC and elei 
Aberley has supplied abutidancet 
for teaching writing and arlthme 
to mention any more wants ; ye 
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ScBOOLM. Oh, Sir! think what you say. Can the 
reading of books which teach us to obey the laws 
of Go^ (and only suchivould be allowed here,) lead 
us to break those laws ; far are not contentment with 
our condition, and submission to our rulers, lawsof Grod? 

Mr. Lorn. ( Taking out his pocket-book^ and pre- 
sentifUf a bank note to <fte Schoolmaster,) I dare say 

fou Will purchEise no unsafe books, Mr. Schoolmaster, 
therefore beg you will provide to the amount of that 
note for your library. 

ScHOOLM. (Hesitating;) Sir, unless you feel quite 
satisfied that the library is a good thing, I would not 
wish — 

Mr. Lorn. {hderrtoptinghiminwaiienUy^ Pshaw! 
take the money and do what you like with it. 

SoHOOLM. (Shrinking' back.) No, indeed, Sir ! 

Mr. Lorn. Well, this is the strangest country, and 
the strangest people on the face of the earth. The 
country wild and Darren, yet attracting the love of its 
children, beyond all other parts of the fsdr creation, 
where they are forced to wander in search of what 
its sterility denies them ; its inhabitants proverbially 
r, yet shrinking from the reception of money as a 
ieffmdation. 

Sir. Ross. (SmUing.) Yes, Sir ; and that love of 
country, and nice sense of independence, are what we 
denre to cherish in our rising population. 

Mr. Lorn. I thought the Christian religion pro- 
fessed to open and enlarge the heart, EUid to lead its 
votaries to universal philanthropy. 

Mr. Ross. Certainly it does, and Scotchmen are 
not behind any lountry in proving this ; yet the re- 
membrance of home, and first and holy impresHons 
received there, binds it around their hearts with a 
force, which every scene of wickedness, and cold- 
heartedness, and irreligion, which they witness when 
absent from it, tends to increase, and, wherever they 
wander, still it is the home of their hearts OiXv^^^ \k<^\\ 

lOuIfiT. 
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Allan. Ye need not tell^Iwhi 



1-™ •"»""■ ^lUKJI. 

Eow. Ym, are ifle soldier who 
inBlBlastiiKinienta? 



m 



„*"•"■ Ye., Sir. M.r God, „ 
"M that he haa permitted me to ^ 

ail . » t^ Mnmma, let ua muri 
AJIan BJMil go with on. 

Hiliot m, m» Ibr'^fiS: 

>£^2,3"^"'°''™* '" '^e™ * "«re. 

L»f day tly, God ha, „«„^ '„„, J 

■"g'^ltke hearer of pmver. ' 
Mrs. Aber. IP,hmi,.\ U — j 
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his reconciled Father. And have I not this day seen 
and heard things which prove that his prayer has 
been heard? 

Mrs. Aber. {J^^ich moved,) I cannot remain. Let 
Allan come to me afterwards. No one follow me. I 
wish to be alone. \^Eadt. 

Allan. {Looks sorrowfully after Mrs. Aberley^ 
then turns and addresses Edward,) Sir, these old 
eyes have been blessed by seeing you this day dis- 
tribute the word of life among your people. I have 
heard you declare that it had taught you the way of 
salvation, and peace, and happiness. The Bible I 
now oifer to your acceptance, is the one from which 
my noble (colonel, your honour's father, learnt tlie 
knowledge of God, and the way of salvation. I 
think you will value it for tliat reason. I have kept 
it, praying and longing for the day in which I might 
with that hope offer it to )ou. 

Edw. a precious gift, indeed, Allan. (Gertrude^ 
Mr. Ijornlon^ ^c. gather rourvd Edward^ who opens 
the Bible.) It is full of pencil marks. Were tnose 
made by my father ? 

Allan. They were. Sir. 

Ger. How long did my father survive his wound ? 

Allan. Three weeks, Madam. 

Ger. Did you attend him all that time ? 

Allan. I aid. Madam, for which I never cease to 
thank God. Colonel Aberley's servant was, at the 
time, in the fever hospital, and I was, at his own de- 
nbre, appointed his constant attendant. Every soldier 
in the regiment would have considered it an honour 
to be his attendant. Young as he was for his rank, 
te kid been more like a father than any thing else to 
li|0^ soldiers. We had all cause to love him, and just 
before the battle, he had given me particular cause 
for gratitude to him. 

Mr. Lorn. How, my friend? 

Allan. Why, Sir, after having oflen served wbeiA 

8* 
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em. 11 ior» belbre. when I iflm 
M Wmd parity into nfiS'"^ 




lnok«J (U Captain Wuodfoni when 1 Haiti this, th/m 
' — Ed In nut, ami said, uniiliiiK, "But, Cameron, you 
|i the otrarage of ynur brotlu^r mldiers. You will 
« UB when the ilay ot' danger comes." " Ne^ 
.. I," said I, " Gim] Ibrbid. ITis servants are nx 
B moat iikelv on that day to fear being called in- 
H proBencc." " 1 shaulii think not, imleed," said 
ifiet Aberley, quite gravely; then milled, " Cap- 
^ Woodford, kt tis jodee for ourselves In this nu^ 
Kknd not condemn a Goldier tor an ollenee, of lbs 
_..mie of which 1 believe we are both, perhaps loo 
wnamtit. Cameron, will you anil your friends meet 
tliiE evening F" 1 replied that we hop«d to do so. 
^ Well, then," aaid he, " we shall come and hear yon. 



e you will not ulter the style of your prayora." 
tl him we should not It waa a fine mooo- 



HgMiretl him we ^ould not It waa a fine mooo- ^M 

Hnt night, &r brighter than moonlight ever jb in our ^H 

^^Btfry. We were encamped on a wide plain. A lew ^H 

HBbtwere near my tent, under which my comrades and ^H 

^feu We held a lantern while we rcai, then put ^^ 



,_ . _ _ . e rcai, then put 

tmt the li^hL and stooil uncovered under the bri^it 
lKU^'Ul1a wlule one or other of ue prayed. I had jurt 
hc^in when we heard footai^pB approaciiing-. It was 
our bmve Colonel and Captain Woodrnrd. „Xhoy 
stooil iiBar ua, Mv whole soul roee in prayer iHr Co- 
lonel Aberley j Uiat he miaht be brought to tin 
knnwlcilge and the llkith of Christ; yet fcould luiC 
pt ay BO ae to lead him to eiippoae I thoug'ht of him j 
^^tt I praj^ for tliosc most beioveil by as ; and 
^^pgfth wife and chihlren were near to ray hcait, 
^^Bl night he was neam< of all. In a little wltile I 
^■pBTveil that he look olT hie hat, and flood aim un- 
Tnrered. Captain Wooii ford seemed iiTipntieni, but 
CDlnnnI Alwrley remained williout moving, his eyes 
fixeil on the ground, and his h^aJ iincovereil, lill I 

Kfinishejl. He then eeid, "My friondB, j-mi shall . 

bf prevtrntwl from meeting to pniv as ollpn as ^J 
ehooGe." He then put bis arm wivliin Iho Cap- ^H 
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III were, lyuuuiuru — uiiimt! uib hcki 
spread beneath it by to-morrow nij 
no more, but on the aucond day &(te 
and aJler it, poor Captain Woodfon 
where tXe stood, and beneath aa b 
pale iind bloody corpse. ] waa near 
when he received liis wound. Twc 
shot under hira during the day, t 
ceived him in tlieir tirt:ia as he fell, 
till after the battle was over. I wa 
him. A ball had been extracted f; 
fttim that and other wounds he had 1 
that he looked very &lnt and pale 
nance had the snnte sweet and not 
ever. I waa commanded to keep 
him. This was not easy, so man) 
for him. Wlion at lost we. were i 
eiunp at rest but the poor sufleren 
"Cameron, I mav die of this wound, 
loo little of death. Have you yoi 
have no Bible." I brought my Bil 
him to try to rest, aa the doctor had 
BD, and commanded me to do the a 
my cloak around me, and lay down I 
in the morninff he took my Bible, ai 
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listeoed to my endeavours to point out the way of re- 
tom and access to God, with as much atteiitioti and 
humility as if 1 had been worthy to teach him. God 
gwre me words, and my love for him gave me eam- 
e rtucuUj and my heart prayed for a blessing as I spoke. 
ft was wonderful how soon he embraced the Scrip- 
tore offer of a Saviour. I was enabled to point out 
Munages in the Bible which seemed to meet the very 
wDgings of his soul. He never thought he would 
newirer. Kfowever, he did every thing that was pre- 
■eribed^ His time was spent in preparing for another 
werid, and to his friends who visited him he spoke 
¥817 openly; Many an officer lefl him with looks of 
Ibooghtfulness, selcrom seen on their countenances; 
but G(4onel Aberley had such a noble, frank manner, 
tliat every thing he said was attended to. The last 
tW9 days he spent almost entirely in prayer. He 
Baid to me, " I know now, Cameron, that son-like con- 
fidence in God, which so much struck me in your 
payers.'' He then condescended to give me his 
OBBd, and said, " We are all sons of God, my friend, 
tlireu^h &ith in Christ Jesus — ^tiiat Lord whom I 
bftve known so late, yet who has manifested Himself 
l» mc 60 as to overcome ail the cavils of an ignorant 
and unbelieving heart. Once I would not have cre- 
dilied whatt I how feel. Oh ! how lovely, how gentle 
ava those characters in which our Lora: and Master 
zttfcttooata huBAelf aa eoniing to call US to another 
w&M — ^ The Son of Man — the Bridegroom !' How 
oold, how uerfess in the time of need — what an empty 
DSthing is that, which, in the vanitv of our reasoning, 
wa call natural religion. How altogether suitable ! 
haw altogeltor adorable the religion of my Lord, 
my SavicHU", my God and portion forever!*' (Ed- 
wardf Gertrude, and Amia, are much moved. Mr. 
Zdomton takei the Bible and leans over it.) 

Edw. {AMressin^ Mr. Roes.) How wonderful is 
all this ! How near it brings us to au unset a world— 
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Mr.RosB, (Eameaay.) hSSD 
W work Ihiit lie begins unfiniah^ 

Edw. (does faiieard loteardth 
ther round him.) My dear liient 
yiJU to-day, 1 have felt consciouB thi 
own (ielermiiiation lo devote my liH 
GoJ, you could not fee! much coafi 
lutioiffi, young, nod untried, and 
you know me to be. ( Cries qf"H 
■gaoihiesa and kindneat.") Hear mi 
tion,myfriei)dH. IJiave now ane« 
that you will think worthy of folloi 
my lather. { People, "Aye, at auro, 
at this Bible. Your master, whei 
lelt that he needed from this lo leaj-i 
all marked with his own dying ha 
gatiur ciiHie trr lank, ami eavicMm « 
mmi haiul. ."•) Yes, his own hand, 
some of the paasafes — here is one. 
other name uodor fiRaven given aim 
we must be saved, but the name nl 
lold you that in this name is myonl 
IB my father's own dying hand ei 
same single tnist You know Ihe i 
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tor refuge to that Saviour to whom he trusted the 
salvation of his soul. I will read another marked 
passage from the Bible. " Grod so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlast- 
mg life." And this, " God sent not his son into the 
world to condemn the world, but that the world 
through him might be saved.'* These are some of 
the passages of this word of life, on which my father 
rested his hopes for eternity. My friends, shall we 
not follow his steps? This is my own Decision, in the 
strength of God my Saviour. It is the Decision, in 
the same strengtli, of all my family. {Themople 
are much moved.) Mr. Ross, you are our guide and 
teacher — you will, I am sure also, be our faithful re- 
prover. Now, my dear Sir, before we separate, you 
will entreat God for us, that he may enable us to 
obey His most gracious command, to believe in his 
Son for the salvation of our souls; and to awaken all 
of us to the vast importance of that which Christ 
himself calls "the one thing needful." Pray, my 
dear Sir, that none of us may venture again " to 
give sleep to our eyes till we have found a place for 
the Lord in our hearts." 

(Mr. Boss and Edward, ^c. take off their hats, 
while Mr. Ross prays.) 

Here I shall stop. May the Decision of my reader 
be the same as that of the family, from whose history 
I have selected a few scenes. Tliey continue to ad- 
here strictly to their choice ; and though they no lon- 
ger participate in many of those pleasures in which 
tney formerly placed their chief happiness; and 
though some of those whom they loved have with- 
drawn themselves from their society, and joined in 
the ridicule their change of sentiments and conduct 
has excited; yet they date their knowledge of true 
happiness from the time they were brought to the 
knowledge of God — as truly, as clearly, as a man 
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that ainongsL such are to bo four 
rriend, ejtd kindcit aod most c 
short, all that Ih moat valuaJile 
and what really secures tlie k 
the heart. They have had tlie 
some of those tbe^ love and est 
on the subject ol religion. A 
Lomlon, who is now a regolar i 
cy'a church ; and who Sas bt 
teaiB, when that clergyman apoli 
cJiaracter, who condraceiids too* 
of iKUen man. 

There can Im! no half-measure 
not relJEinufi— ive know not wh 
Durseivcs il" we suppose ive do, i 
thill iic-c-v][)ics our moat serioo 
thou;;hlsi utileeaall otlier subje 
tnuf.A to it; unless we see thatw 
if we guineil the whcle world aJ 
"'- ' t love God, and hai 
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